
  

 

 
 

Homily Notes 

CatholicCare Sunday Appeal 2020 

        

 

 

Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time: 9 August 2020 
 

 “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” 

 

First reading:  1 Kings 19:9, 11-13 

 Elijah encounters God in “the gentle breeze” or “the sound of sheer silence”. Where do we find God? 

How do we quieten ourselves to be really aware of God’s presence? 

 

Responsorial Psalm: Psalms 84:9-14 

 God’s mercy and love; our response. Our faithful work for justice and inclusion is God’s work and God 

will bring it to fruition. This uplifting, holistic vision of the justice and peace that spread where God is present, 

gives us courage and hope. 

 

Second reading: Romans 9:1-5 

 Paul’s passionate concern for his people. How does our sense of belonging in the parish community 

produce that passionate concern for its members and for its mission? 

 

Gospel reading:  Matthew 14:22-33  

Peter and the disciples learn to take the time, to be really present, to see Jesus for who he really is, not just a 

ghost. Taking the same attitude, we will be open to the presence of God, who comes to us with the message, 

“Do not be afraid, it is I.” Amidst chaos, such as we are facing, we take the time to tune ourselves to the 

presence of Jesus Christ, who overcomes the chaos and brings us swiftly to safety. 

In our own lives, let us take the time to really listen to the other person and really see them for who they are, 

not just a threatening object or an object under our power, but who they really are as a person, loved by God. 

Being really present for the other gives us the chance to be aware of what God desires for that person. 

 

Conclusion: 

This CatholicCare Sunday, we celebrate our partnership and shared values with CatholicCare. These shared 

values may be summed up as mission and outreach, compassion, and the importance of relationships, especially 

within the family. We are helping people to break down the barriers to living “life to the full”. 

 



 
 

 

Prayers of the Faithful 

CatholicCare Sunday Appeal 2020 

 

CELEBRANT: Nourished by your living Word, Father, we come to you. We humbly acknowledge 
our needs and the needs of the world, as we approach in trust. 

READER: For our Church leaders: that they may guide and inspire us to listen to God’s voice of 
peace and create a place where God’s justice and peace are seen.  
In faith we pray: 

ALL:   Lord, hear our prayer 

READER For those overcome with fear and isolation: that in us they may hear the voice of Jesus 
saying, “Take heart, it is I, do not be afraid.”  
In faith we pray: 

ALL:   Lord, hear our prayer 

READER: For the staff and volunteers of CatholicCare: that they may be your presence to others 
and be blessed in the fulfilment of their work.  
In faith we pray: 

ALL:   Lord, hear our prayer 

READER: For our parish community: that our sense of belonging may be strengthened, that all 
members of our parish family may feel valued and reach their potential to live life to the 
full.   
In faith we pray: 

ALL:   Lord, hear our prayer 

READER: For those families facing severe upheavals, especially as they are affected by the 
pandemic: that they may experience God’s embrace of mercy and peace.   
In faith we pray: 

ALL:   Lord, hear our prayer 

READER: For those who have loved us and contributed to our sense of belonging by their living of 
the Gospel: may they live in the glory of God.   
In faith we pray: 

ALL:   Lord, hear our prayer 

CELEBRANT: Loving God, hear these petitions which we humbly place in your tender gaze, through 
Christ our Saviour and Lord. 

 Amen 

 


